STUDY GUIDE: Ch. 18 The Atlantic System and Africa, 1550-1800
Define each term and explain why it is significant, including any important dates

1. Atlantic system
2. chartered companies

3. Dutch West India Company

4. plantocracy

5. driver

6. seasoning

7. manumission

8. maroon

9. capitalism

10. mercantilism

11. Royal African Company

12. Atlantic Circuit

13. Middle Passage

14. Songhai

15. Hausa

16. Bornu

18.1 (pages 501-511)
1. What did northern Europeans initially grow in the West Indies after 1600?
2. What were some challenges faced by French and English settlers in the West Indies?

3. How did chartered companies improve the prospects of West Indies settlements?

4. How did the Dutch war for independence from Spain affect the American colonies?
5. How did Portugal’s return to power in Brazil change the history of the Atlantic economy?

6. What became the wealthiest and most populous of England’s American colonies?

7. What is the correlation between the sugar and the slave trade?

8. Explain why slaves were preferred over indentured servants.

9. What was significant about Jamaica and Saint Domingue?
10. How did the plantation system damage the environment?

11. What group of people was pushed to the point of extinction from the West Indies?  Who took their place?

12. What New World crops transformed Africa?
13. What percentage of the West Indian plantation colonies were slaves?
14. How was slave labor organized by age, sex, and ability?

15. What were some types of punishments meted out on slaves?

16. Why was there such a low rate of natural increase among the slave population?

17. What was the correlation between the mortality rate of slaves and the volume of the Atlantic slave trade?  How did this affect the culture of West Indian life?

18. How did European planters try to curtail African cultural traditions?

19. Describe the social structure of the free white and black societies in the Caribbean in the 18th century.

20. How did the West Indian planters translate their wealth into political power and social prestige?

21. How did some slaves obtain manumission?

18.2 (pages 511-516)
22. What two types of ships dominated the Atlantic trading system?
23. What was the essence of early modern capitalism?

24. What was a joint-stock company? What became the greatest stock market in the 17th and 18th centuries?

25. How did mercantilism and capitalism work together during this time?

26. Why did the French and English governments revoke the monopoly privileges of chartered companies?

27. Describe the legs of the Atlantic circuit.
28. What did the Triangular Trade involve?

29. Where did most slaves end up to work?

30. Who controlled the slave trade?

31. How long was the Middle Passage? 

32. Describe the horrors slaves had to endure on the Middle Passage.

18.3 (pages 517-526)
33. In addition to slaves, what other goods did Europeans trade with Africans?  What did the Africans’ greatest demand?

34. How did the Africans exert power over the slave trade?

35. How did African kings and merchants obtain slaves for sale along the Gold Coast and the Slave Coast?

36. What was the major source of slaves in the Bight of Biafra?  Why?
37. What was the greatest source of slaves for the Atlantic trade?
38. How did environmental crises affect the slave trade?

39. What prevented the Europeans from colonizing Africa at this point in time?

40. What were the only two territories in Africa controlled by Europeans before 1800?
41. What was significant about Morocco’s conquest of Songhai?

42. What types of goods were traded in North Africa?

43. In what capacity did many slaves serve in the Islamic world?

44. Describe the Islamic and European cultural influences in Sub-Saharan Africa.

45. What were the effects of the slave trade on Africa’s population?  Did any good come out of the slave trade in Africa?  Explain.

46. What were the effects of the slave trade on Africa’s economy?

Refer to Slavery in West Africa and the Americas on pages 523-524.

47. Do you think that the non-Muslim Mandinka would have considered it justifiable to enslave Ayuba, since he was a Muslim?
48. Which aspects of Ayuba Suleiman’s experiences of enslavement were normal, and which unusual?

49. How different might Ayuba’s experiences of slavery have been had he been sold in Jamaica rather than Maryland?

50. How strictly was the ban against enslaving Muslims observed in Hausaland?

