STUDY GUIDE: Ch. 31 The Cold War and Decolonization, 1945-1975

Define each term and explain why it is significant, including any important dates

1. “iron curtain”

2. Cold War

3. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

4. United Nations

5. World Bank

6. Marshall Plan

7. European Community (EC)

8. Truman Doctrine

9. Warsaw Pact

10. Korean War

11. Vietnam War

12. Cuban missile crisis

13. Helsinki Accords

14. nonaligned nations

15. Third World

16. Cultural Revolution

17. Organization of Oil Exporting Countries (OPEC)

18. Green Revolution
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1. What do you think Churchill meant by “iron curtain”?
2. What movement was begun in response to concerns about food shortages after WW2?
3. How was the UN similar to and different from the League of Nations?
4. How did the Cold War affect the actions of the UN?  Explain thoroughly.
5. Who encouraged decolonization?  Who discouraged it?
6. What was the purpose of IMF and the World Bank?
7. How were prices determined in the West?  in the Soviet sphere?

8. How did the U.S. economy compare with that of Western Europe’s after the war?
9. Why did the U.S. help Western Europe with the Marshall Plan?

10. Why did the U.S. offer military aid to Turkey and Greece?  

11. What was the outcome of the Korean War?  

12. Who were the Viet Cong?

13. Why did Kennedy support the South Vietnamese government of Ngo Dinh Diem but then also encourage the overthrow and execution of Diem?

14. What was the outcome of the Vietnam War?
15. What led to the Cuban missile crisis?
16. What agreement regarding nuclear weapons was signed by Great Britain, the U.S., and the Soviet Union in 1963? 
17. What were the provisions of the Helsinki Accords?
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18. What were the major differences between India and Pakistan?

19. How did the Dutch withdrawal from Indonesia affect political rule there?

20. Which countries in Southeast Asia gained independence after WW2?

21. What was significant about how the French ruled Algeria?
22. What did the Front de Liberation National (FLN) believe?

23. What was the outcome of the Algerian war for independence?  What was its legacy?

24. What kinds of problems existed in sub-Saharan Africa after WW2?
25. Who was Kwame Nkrumah?  What was significant about Ghana?

26. Who was Jomo Kenyatta?  What was the Mau Mau movement?

27. Why were the African leaders in the sub-Saharan French colonies reluctant to call for independence?  (Consider the words of Malagasy politician Philibert Tsirinana: “When I let my heart talk, I am a partisan of total and immediate independence; when I make my reason speak, I realize that it is impossible.”)

28. What are some struggles African countries went through with decolonization?
29. What is apartheid?

30. How were the “nonwhites” treated in South Africa?

31. Who was Nelson Mandela?
32. What was the goal of many Latin American countries after WW2?
33. Who was Jacobo Arbenz Guzman?  What happened to him?  Guatemala?
34. What was the relationship between Cuba and the U.S.?  How was it unbalanced?

35. Who was Fulgencio Bautista?

36. Who were Fidel Castro, Raoul Castro, and Ernesto “Che” Guevara?  What kinds of changes did they bring to Cuba?

37. Who did Castro turn to for economic aid?
38. What is the significance of the failed Bay of Pigs invasion?

39. What were some challenges to nation building?
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40. What did the Bandung Conference of 1955 proclaim to the world?

41. How did nonaligned nations indirectly participate in the Cold War?

42. What were some provisions of the Japanese constitution of 1946?

43. How did Japan gain strength during the Cold War?

44. Who was Mao Zedong? 

45. What was the purpose of the Great Leap Forward?

46. What was the goal of the Cultural Revolution?

47. Who were the Red Guards and what did they do?

48. How did the Chinese nationalist government in Taiwan lose power?
49. What did the UN General Assembly vote to do with Palestine in November 1947?
50. What was the reaction of the Arab countries to Israel’s declaration of independence in May 1948?

51. Where is the Gaza Strip?

52. What is the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)?

53. Why did Arab oil-producing countries vote to embargo oil shipments to the U.S. and the Netherlands?

54. What were some negative environmental impacts of untested technologies and drives for industrial productivity?

55. What did The Limits of Growth forecast?

