STUDY GUIDE: Ch. 5 An Age of Empires: Rome and Han China, 753 BCE—600 CE

Define each term and explain why it is significant, including any important dates.

	Roman Republic
	Equites
	Roads
	Constantine
	Han

	Roman Senate
	Pax Romana
	Aqueduct
	Constantinople
	Chang’an

	Patron/client relationship
	Romanization
	Concrete
	Qin
	Gentry

	Roman Principate
	Jesus
	Third-Century Crisis
	Shi Huangdi
	Xiongnu

	Augustus
	Paul
	Diocletian
	census
	Kongzi/Confucius


5.1-Pgs. 135-145

1. What was the importance of Italy’s (and Rome’s) geographic location?

2. What was the essential economic activity in the early Roman state?  What role did wealth play in the politics of the time?

3. What years did the Roman Republic exist?

4. Explain the importance of the Roman Senate.

5. How did the formation of tribunes allow for more involvement in government by the plebians?

6. What social significance did the patron/client relationship have for senators?  For the clients?

7. How were the rights of women in Rome different than those of Greek women?

8. What did military service depend on?  

9. What political rights did Romans give to conquered peoples?  Why?

10. Which lands did the Roman empire encompass by 51 BCE?

11. Why did the provincial administration in the Roman lands eventually fail?

12. What effect did the rise of latifundia have on the population of cities?  

13. How did the military and government leadership shift with the rise of the latifundia and decline in farmers?

14. Why did Augustus call himself princeps?  Which territories did he add to the empire?

15. What did Augustus use the equites for?

16. Who really chose the emperors after the death of Augustus? 

17. From what and whom did Roman law come?

18. Compare the lives of the upper classes with those of the poor.  

19. What role did tenant farmers play around the second century C.E.?  How did it affect social status?

20. What goods were exported throughout the empire during the Pax Romana?

21. How did Romanization bring more people into the culture of Rome?

5.2-Pgs. 145-151

22. How was Paul able to travel throughout the Roman Empire?

23. To whom did Christianity appeal to in its early days?  Why did the Romans persecute them?

24. How did the size of the empire change the role of the military?

25. During the third century crisis, how did the economic decline lead to a population shift from urban to rural areas?

26. Why did Diocletian’s reforms lead to a shift in how Romans viewed the government?

27. How did Constantine’s conversion to Christianity affect the spread of the religion within Rome?

28. Where did Constantine shift the Roman capital to?

29. What was the Corpus Juris Civilis?  What was it based upon?

30. How did the decline of Rome in the West by 530 C.E. compare with the status of the Eastern Empire?

31. Who became the most educated in the West?  How did language change during this period of decline in the West? 

5.3-Pgs. 151-161

32. Who was the first ruler of the first Chinese empire, the Qin?

33. What years did the Han Dynasty rule China?

34. What was the main tax in China?  How did government benefit?

35. What did the government use to calculate population?  Where did most people live?

36. What drove much of Han expansion?

37. What was the family structure in Han China?  

38. How did the ideas of Confucius affect Chinese society?

39. How did the “three submissions” describe a woman’s role in society?

40. How did the Chinese view the natural world?

41. What did the political ideology of Legalism do in terms of consolidating power for Shi Huangdi and Li Si?

42. Why did the Qin abolish slavery?

43. Why was it important for the Qin to unify Chinese civilization?

44. What affect did the building of roads and other public works projects have on the populations forced to build them?

45. Why was Chang’an an important city during the reign of the Western Han?

46. How did Han emperors use the Mandate of Heaven?

47. How did the Han emperors use the gentry to their advantage?  How did the gentry benefit?

48. Explain how the civil service system provided for the education of wealthy gentry, but not the lower classes.

49. Why did Daoism become popular among common people?

50. Which technological advances improved the Chinese military?

51. Which technologies appeared in China before they appeared in Europe?

52. What was China’s most important export commodity?  Where was it exported?  

53. What was the primary concern for the Han government, and ultimately helped lead to its demise?

54. What was the tributary system the Han devised to deal with nomadic forces?

55. How was China ultimately affected by the end of the Han Dynasty?

56. Briefly discuss similarities in Rome and China in terms of: agriculture; administration of territories; causes of decline.

