STUDY GUIDE: Ch. 6 India and Southeast Asia, 1500 B.C.E—600 C.E.

Define each term and explain why it is significant, including dates

	Vedas
	Karma
	Mahayana Buddhism

	Varna
	Moksha
	Theravada Buddhism

	Jati 
	Buddha
	Hinduism
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1. Which modern nations does the Indian subcontinent encompass?

2. Why is the time period from 1500-500 B.C.E. known as the Vedic Age?

3. What are the Vedas?

4. What were the four classes individuals were born into?  What was the fifth?

5. How did castes further divide Indian society?

6. How did Karma determine the cycle of reincarnation?

7. What was the essential ritual in Vedic religion? What was its purpose?

8. What did challengers to the Vedic religion offer as an alternative path to salvation?  What did they hope to achieve?

9. What were some of the practices of Jainism?

10. What were Buddha’s Four Noble Truths?  What was the Eightfold Path?

11. What mattered most in the Buddhism’s original form?  What was the ultimate reward?

12. Where did Buddha’s message spread?

13. How did Buddhism change as it gained converts?

14. Who coined the term “Hinduism”

15. Who are the three main gods of Hinduism?

16. What is a common form of Hindu worship?

17. Which river is sacred to Hindus?

18. How did Hinduism respond to the needs of people?

19. Which religion was driven out of the land of its birth?

