STUDY GUIDE: CH. 8 The Rise of Islam, 600-1200

Define each term and explain why it is significant, including any important dates
	Mecca
	Medina
	Shi’ites
	Ghana 

	Muhammad
	Umma
	Sunnis 
	Ulama

	Muslim
	Caliphate
	Abbasid Caliphate
	Hadith

	Islam
	Umayyad Caliphate
	Mamluks
	


Pg. 214-221
1. What isolated the southern regions of the Arabian peninsula from the interior?

2. Who dominated the caravan trade and what was their income based on?

3. Why was Mecca able to prosper?

4. What happened in 610?

5. What did people believe about Muhammad after he began receiving revelations?

6. Why did Muslims begin praying toward Mecca in 624?

7. Why did Muhammad and his followers flee to Medina in 622?  What is the hijra?

8. How was Muhammad able to take control of Mecca and spread Islam throughout the Arabian peninsula?

9. Who succeeded Muhammad as caliph in 632?

10. What are the five pillars of Islam?

11. What is the Quran?  

12. Who was Ali?  Why do Shi’a (Shi’ite) Muslims believe he was the rightful successor to Muhammad?
13. Who were the Sunni Muslims?  How do they view the caliphs?

Pg. 221-227

14. Who guided the Arab conquests outside of Arabia after 634?

15. How were conquered territories administered during Umar’s reign?

16. Which capital did the Ummayad Caliphs rule from?

17. How did silver and gold coins reflect the growing connection between Islam and government in the 8th century?
18. What did the Abbasid dynasty do to integrate Islam into their rule?

19. Where did the Abbasid Caliphs rule from?  How did their capital become more cosmopolitan?

20. What were some of the problems the Abbasid rulers faced after 850?

21. What were revolts during this time period based upon?

22. Why did the Abbasid caliphs rely on the mamluks?  What happened when they did not receive their promised pay?
23. How was the Abbasid Caliphate broken up after 945?

24. Which area was one of the first to experience conversion to Islam outside of the caliphates?

25. Why did the Fatimids of Egypt become and economic power in the Mediterranean?

26. Which Spanish cities became centers of Islamic presence in Europe?
27. How were Judaism and Christianity influenced by the Islamic presence in Spain?

28. How did urban life change under the Seljuk Turks in 1050s?  How did Iran and Iraq decline?

29. What shocked the world of Islam in 1258?

Pg. 227-236

30. What is the Shari’a?
31. Why didn’t a system of laws govern the umma during Muhammad’s lifetime?  How did this change after his death?

32. How did the branch of learning devoted to analysis of hadith evolve?

33. What was every Muslim ruler expected to do?

34. What helped spur urbanization?

35. How did new converts eventually learn Arabic and the intricacies of the faith?

36. What allowed for economic opportunities in Arab governing centers?

37. What was the role of mosques in large cities?
38. Why was Islam able to be flexible to different social situations?

39. How did the economies of the regions impacted by Islam change by the 10th century?
40. What were women’s private and public roles?  What were some rights granted to women not allowed under Christian or Jewish laws?

41. Who were Muslims not allowed to enslave?  Who was the exception?
42. What is a madrasa?  From where did they originate?

43. What was the quest of the Sufi Brotherhoods?  

