STUDY GUIDE: Ch. 7 Networks of Communication and Exchange, 300 B.C.E.-600 C.E.

Define each term and explain why it is significant, including any important dates

1. Silk Road

2. Parthians

3. Sasanid Empire

4. stirrup

5. Indian Ocean Maritime System

6. trans-Saharan caravan routes

7. Sahel

8. sub-Saharan Africa

9. steppes

10. savanna

11. tropical rain forest

12. “great traditions”

13. “small traditions”

14. Bantu

15. Armenia

16. Ethiopia

7.1 (pages 189-194)

1. What did the Silk Road connect?
2. What is General Zhang’s claim to fame?

3. Why did Central Asian cities along the Silk Road flourish?

4. What kinds of plants and other trade products were brought into China from the West?

5. What did traders from China take to the West?

6. How were the Sasanids affected by Eastern goods?

7. How did the politicization of Christianity and Zoroastrianism affect the culture of the Silk Road?

8. What were the beliefs of the Nestorian Christians?
9. What were the beliefs of Manichaeism?

10. What were yurts?

11. What are some examples of military technology that originated in Central Asia and spread eastward and westward?

7.2 (pages 194-198)

12. What did the Indian Ocean Maritime System include?
13. What were characteristic of Indian Ocean vessels?  How did they compare to vessels of the Mediterranean Sea?

14. What are some clues we have to the migration of people from Indonesia to Madagascar about two thousand years ago?

15. What are some products that were traded in the Indian Ocean Maritime System?

16. What kind of social impact did the seafarers in the Indian Ocean have?

Refer to Travel Accounts of Africa and India:

17. How do the differing interests of a trader and a religious pilgrim show up in what they report?
18. How do these narratives show the influence of the countries the authors are coming from?

19. Given the different viewpoints of travelers, what is the value of travel accounts as sources for history?

7.3 (pages 198-207)

20. Where is the Sahara?
21. What does archaeological evidence say about early Saharan cultures?

22. What role did camels play in the rise of trans-Saharan trade?

23. Who traded what in the Sahara?
24. What makes Sub-Saharan Africa diverse?

25. Why was it difficult to achieve cultural unity in Africa?  (Don’t just say because they were so diverse!)

26. What is Africanity?

27. What were some common characteristics of African life and culture?

28. What is the connection between iron smelting and the Bantu languages?
29. How do ideas spread?  How can you track the spread of ideas?
30. How do religions spread?

31. How is Theravada Buddhism different from Mahayana Buddhism?

32. How and to where did Christianity spread?

